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degenerated into a routine which rapidly produced a dis-
tinction between the legal rates sanctioned by authority
and the market rates paid by employers.    The institution
of apprenticeship was undermined by the efforts of the law
courts to weaken the restraints which it imposed on individual
enterprise ; and in practice it was effective in those circum-
stances alone where it remains effective in our day, namely,
when enforced by the custom of the trade.    The famous
Assize of Cloth, which fixed the dimensions of cloth, proved
unworkable.    It was found impossible to prevent the use of
tenter-frames for stretching cloth and of gig mills for dressing
cloth.    Hence it is to the seventeenth century and not to
the ' Industrial Revolution ' nor to The Wealth of Nations,
that we must look for the trend towards laissez-faire in
industry and the explanation of its triumph.    Adam Smith
only gave articulate expression to ideas in whose direction
the leaders of industry had long been feeling their way.    The
repeal of the labour code in 1809 (in the woollen industry)
and in 1813-14 (in other industries) was due to the activities
of informers and attorneys, who * rummaged out' obsolete
laws in the vain hope to stem the advance of the factory
system1.    Its   importance,   therefore,   should  not   be   ex-
aggerated as though it indicated that the legislature had
suddenly surrendered itself to the influence of the classical
economists.    The  relaxation  of  industrial  restraints  was
already an accomplished fact, upon which Parliament now
placed the formal seal of legislative approval.    In reality
it was the new situation created by the introduction of
machinery and the growth of the factory system, which
was responsible in the nineteenth century for an epoch-
making departure in the approach to economic problems,
when the drift towards laissez-faire was arrested and the
control of the State over the productive agencies was once
more reasserted.    The wheel has  thus  come  full  circle.
With an infinitely superior equipment, and a more con-
sciou's sense of purpose, England is returning to an older
tradition—the regulation of economic life in the spirit of
social harmony and justice.
* Lipson, The History of the Woollen and Worsted Industries, 212.

